
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Board of Directors – November 15, 2016 

 
At 5:04 p.m. President Bielski convened the regular meeting of the Aberdeen   
School Board in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  Members 
present were Christi Boora, Erin Farrer and Jeff Nelson, along with 
Superintendent Thomas Opstad and 12 patrons and staff. Director Jamie 
Walsh joined the meeting in progress. The meeting began with the Flag 
salute. 

CALL TO ORDER 

On a motion by Erin Farrer and seconded by Jeff Nelson, the Board approved 
the Consent Agenda, which included the minutes from the meeting on 
November 1, 2016; October payroll vouchers 821711 through 821777 totaling 
$2,839,452.41; General Fund vouchers 821804 through 821916 totaling 
$522,190.98, ASB Fund vouchers 821780 through 821803 and 821917 totaling 
$22,228.77, and Private Purpose Trust Fund vouchers 821778 through 821779 
totaling $705.00; a trip request from the students in the SkillsUSA program 
who traveled to the Cispus state officer and leadership conference at Randall 
on November 3-5, and correspondence from the Grays Harbor Community 
Foundation announcing the award of a $15,000 grant in support of the AVID 
program at the elementary schools. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The Board conducted its annual election of officers. On a motion by Christi 
Boora and seconded by Jeff Nelson, Sandra Bielski was unanimously re-
elected on a roll call vote as president. 

On a motion by Erin Farrer and seconded by Jeff Nelson, Director Christi 
Boora was unanimously re-elected on a roll call vote as vice president. 

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Erin Farrer, Director Jamie 
Walsh was unanimously elected (in absentia) on a roll call vote as legislative 
representative. 

At this time, Director Walsh joined the meeting and agreed she would like 
the position. 

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Jeff Nelson, Director Erin Farr 
was unanimously elected by roll call vote as the Board’s representative to the 
Washington Interscholastic Activities Association. 

ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS 

Director Erin Farrer congratulated AHS Foodball adviser Ashley Kohlmeier 
and the ASB student leaders on the high school’s record-setting win in 2016 
Foodball. Ms. Kohlmeier said it was her privilege to work with such a strong 
student leadership team. She reported that Aberdeen collected more than 

COMMENTS FROM 
BOARD MEMBERS 
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690,000 “pounds” of food and cash compared to Hoquiam’s 591,000 for a 
combined 1.2 million pounds of food and donations to benefit area food 
banks. The key to the win, she said, was involvement throughout the district. 
She especially thanked Miller Junior High and the elementary schools for 
their coin drives. 

Director Christi Boora thanked Human Resources Director Jim Sawin for his 
hard work in the transition to HR director in addition to his duties as Title 
I/LAP director. 

Superintendent Opstad reported that three firms have responded to the 
request for proposals for a superintendent search consultant. The Board will 
meet at 3 p.m. Monday, November 21, to review and discuss the proposals. 

SUPERINTENDENT 
SEARCH 

Alan Gozart of Harbor Architects reported on various options for replacing 
the roof over the grandstands at Stewart Field. He shared photos from 
Liberty Field in the Issaquah School District, which features a grandstand 
with a metal roof and aluminum bleachers similar to what he is 
recommending for Stewart Field.  Mr. Gozart described options such as a 
stand-alone roof that could accommodate bleacher replacement at a future 
date, or a combined project. His preliminary cost opinion for the new 
grandstand roof is $534,150.87. The estimated cost for new bleachers is 
$601,496. The total of the two projects built separately is estimated at 
$1,080,351.  Mr. Gozart told the Board in his opinion the district could save 30 
percent if the roof and bleachers were one project for an estimated cost of 
$756,245.  There was discussion about improved use of the space overall with 
improvements to the restrooms, concessions and storage, which are not 
factored into the estimate. Mr. Gozart estimated the useful life of the new 
grandstand at 75 to 100 years. In addition, Mr. Gozart said he anticipates 
there will eventually be questions about the field lighting, so he prepared an 
estimate, which came in at $309,355. 

STEWART FIELD 
UPDATE 

Superintendent Opstad shared requested information about Boards of 
Distinction, the Washington State School Directors’ Association program for 
school board self-evaluation and leadership. 

WSSDA BOARDS OF 
DISCTINCTION 

The Board discussed plans for attendance at the WSSDA Fall Conference in 
Spokane on November 17-19.  

WSSDA FALL 
CONFERENCE 

Superintendent Opstad noted that the Aberdeen High School’s production of 
The Sound of Music opened over the weekend and continues with 
performances Friday through Sunday. Fifth-graders in the district were 
treated to a special performance on Thursday. 

AHS MUSICAL 
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The Board discussed meetings that have been taking place with state and 
local officials to use state-owned land adjacent to Grays Harbor College as the 
site for a new Stevens Elementary School. Director Christi Boora reported 
that she attended a meeting that included state Representative Brian Blake of 
Aberdeen and is very encouraged by the possibility of collaborating with the 
state, college and community partners such as the YMCA of Grays Harbor on 
site development that would include a shared student athletic center. 

STEVENS 
ELEMENTARY SITE 

Finance Director Elyssa Louderback presented the Fiscal Status Report for 
October. The ending fund balance for October was $3,917, 456.42 in the 
General Fund; $260,616.88 in the Capital Projects Fund; $3,575,108.61 in the 
Debt Service Fund; $223,788.82 in the ASB Fund, and $456,084.29 in the 
Transportation Vehicle Fund. Board members commented that they 
appreciate the additional charts and information that Mrs. Louderback has 
been providing.  

FISCAL STATUS 
REPORT 

Finance Director Elyssa Louderback provided a year-end financial overview 
of the 2015-2016 school year.  

2015-2016 YEAR-END 
OVERVIEW 

Superintendent Opstad discussed co-curricular and extra-curricular activities. 
He noted that the gym and parking lot were full that evening because of the 
junior high wrestling tournament that was taking place. Athletic Director 
Aaron Roiko arranged to hold the event at Sam Benn Gym rather than 
transport the wrestling mats to Miller Junior High School as has been done in 
the past.  

CO-CURRICULAR 
AND EXTRA-
CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

An update to Policy 3115 Homeless Students, the policy governing district 
responsibilities to students and families who are homeless or in transition, 
was presented for first reading. 

POLICY 3115 
HOMELESS 
STUDENTS 

An update to Policy 3210 Nondiscrimination was presented for first reading.  POLICY 3210 
NONDISCRIMINATION 

On a motion by Jamie Walsh and seconded by Erin Farrer the Board voted to 
declare as surplus 12-passenger 1998 Bluebird school bus, VIN 
1BAHBCSAOWF081148, and a 1989 Ford E 150 Club Wagon no longer 
needed by the Food Service Department, VIN 1FMEE11N9KHC44267, as 
recommended by Transportation Manager Ernie Lott. 

SURPLUS VEHICLES 

The next regular meeting of the Board is set for 5 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 
in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  

NEXT MEETING 
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A special meeting of the Board was set for 3 p.m. Monday, November 21, in 
the Board Room of the Administration Building for the purpose of reviewing 
proposals from superintendent search consultants. Board action is expected. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

AHS Principal Sherri Northington commented that she is very proud of the 
students who participated in fall athletics, especially the girls’ swim team 
which set school records and placed well at state. She also commented on the 
talent on display for the musical, and the large number of students who 
participated in Foodball. She’s proud to be the principal of “such an amazing 
group of young individuals that we have here in this school.” 

COMMENTS FROM 
THE AUDIENCE 

At 5:57 p.m., President Sandra Bielski recessed the meeting for an executive 
session under RCW 42.30.110(g) (to evaluate the qualifications of an applicant 
for public employment or to review the performance of a public employee) 
expected to last 10 minutes. The meeting convened at 6:00 p.m.  The regular 
meeting resumed at 6:10 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board approved the Personnel Report.  Under certificated matters, the 
Board approved supplemental contracts for Judith McBride, the National 
School Psychology stipend for 2016-17 and for Tina Palmer in the Therapy 
Office, the National Board Certification OT stipend for 2016-17, and 
approved the hiring of Mark Allmand, Katherine Bingham, Shawn Donnelly, 
Cliff Feigelson and Sheri Feigelson as substitute teachers for the district. 
 
Under classified matters, the Board approved the hiring of Sandra Fiegi as a 
para-educator at Aberdeen High School effective November 14, Kerry 
Tadique as a para-educator at Harbor High School/Snug Harbor effective 
November 8, Amanda Root as a para-educator at Hopkins Preschool effective 
November 14, Stephanie Riekkola as a para-educator at Central Park 
Elementary School effective November 16, Shaylee Foster as an AVID tutor at  
Miller Junior High School effective October 31, Virginia Barragan, Nicole 
Ericksen and Rebel Jordan as para-educators at McDermoth Elementary 
School under the grant from the Grays Harbor Community Foundation 
effective November 1; approved a change of assignment for Taylor Sawin as 
a para-educator at McDermoth Elementary to Central Park Elementary 
School effective November 7; approved a co-curricular contract for Rebecca 
Meacham as co-music director for musical at Aberdeen High School effective 
November 7; approved a leave of absence for Heather Johnson at Aberdeen 
High School effective October 7; accepted resignations from Natalie Hall, 
LRC technician at McDermoth Elementary School, effective November 28, 
and from Brandy Larson, AVID tutor at Miller Junior High School, effective 
November 3; approved the termination of Martin Ruelas Soto as a custodian 
at Stevens Elementary School effective November 7; approved extra-

PERSONNEL REPORT 

CLASSIFIED 
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curricular contracts at Aberdeen High School for David Bruncke as head 
coach for girls’ bowling, and Andrew Duffy as assistant coach for girls’ 
bowling effective October 31, Samantha Deugan-Leverett and Cory Ellis as 
assistant coaches for girls’ basketball effective November 14, James Jones and 
Spenser Sharp as assistant coaches for boys’ wrestling effective November 14, 
Alexis Miranda as assistant coach for girls’ wrestling at Miller Junior High 
School effective October 24, and approved the hiring of Brandon Burns, 
Nikkol Daniels, Roberta Gardner, Debra Gerchak, Megan Lapacek, Monica 
Mercado Acosta, Janean Newberry, Jacob Paul-Cash, Britney Perez and 
Kolby Shelton as substitutes for the district; accepted the resignation of Lynn 
Gadwa as a bus driver for the district effective October 26, and accepted the 
resignation of Megan Hogstad as a substitute for the district effective 
November 1.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:13 p.m. ADJOURN 

Thomas A. Opstad, Secretary  Sandra Bielski, President 
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